
 

 

 

 

 

 

The ECCLR Committee 

23 May 2018 

 

Dear Committee Members 

Abandoned, Neglected or Detrimental Land – Secondary Legislation 

Historic Houses Scotland is pleased to have been engaged with Scottish Government 

prior to and during the passage of the Community Empowerment (Scotland) Bill.   Since 

the Act was passed and provisions incorporated in the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 

2003, we have been in further dialogue regarding the secondary legislation, including 

in relation to the regulations on abandoned and neglected land, which are of interest to 

our members who own historic properties and gardens across rural Scotland.   

This new form of right to buy whereby a landowner may be compelled to sell his 

property if it is deemed to be wholly abandoned or neglected, or if the use or 

management of the land is such that it results in or causes harm, directly or indirectly, 

to the environmental wellbeing of the community is clearly a substantive power  and we 

recognise the importance of getting the regulations properly drafted for both 

landowners and community bodies as well as for the government itself.   

We have reviewed the three published SSIs (un-numbered; number 137 and number 

140) and by and large consider these to reflect much of what was envisaged, but 

Historic Houses Scotland does have some concerns and therefore welcomes this 

opportunity to provide comment to committee members as you examine the SSIs in 

advance of them coming into force at the end of next month. 

Regarding the designation or classification of land, we welcome the additional 

references to planning policies (clause 4 of the un-numbered SSI) of which regard is to 

be taken.  However, we believe that there is a significant connection represented 

between an historic asset and its surroundings, and the way the setting contributes to 

the understanding, appreciation and experience of the asset. The setting may extend 

beyond the ownership boundary.  



 

 

 

 

 

The setting of an historic asset may encompass the current landscape and townscape and 

their character; views and key vistas to and from the asset (intentional or fortuitous); and 

the relationship of the historic asset with other built and natural features. A site may have 

setting significance because its present setting contributes to our ability to understand, 

appreciate and experience the asset, whether it is intended or fortuitous and because the 

historic asset contributes strongly to its surrounding. The significance will be reinforced if 

the site has retained its original character, views and vistas, and its historical relationship 

between the asset and its surroundings. 

Significant designed landscapes associated with heritage property may appear 

unmaintained, but due to historical resonance this may be part of a valid management 

policy.   

Historic Houses Scotland feels it would be helpful if reference to historic /designed 

landscapes could be incorporated as part of the short list of items of which regard is to be 

taken. 

Yours sincerely 

 

Andrew Hopetoun 

Chairman 

Historic Houses Scotland 

 


